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ABOUT ICoN

The Informational Corrlinks Newsletter (ICoN) provides a variety of legal, treatment, activism news & practical info for incarcerated SOs via CorrLinks email. Submissions, questions & requests to be added to the ICoN mailing list or previous editions of the ICoN can be sent via CorrLinks to iamthefallen1@yahoo.com (provided there is no charge) or by mail to Once Fallen, c/o Derek Logue, 8258 Monon Ave. #3, Cincinnati OH 45216. Please allow up to 8 weeks for “snail mail” responses. Our focus is on SO laws; we don’t advise or assist on appeals, sentencing issues, or non-SO issues like people-finding services or non-SO news. 

NOTE ON TRAVEL AND PASSPORTS:

A lot of folks keep asking me about travel to certain countries and about the Passport marks I covered in ICoN # 11. As of today, there have been no further updates on either issue. The country list is compiled by the Registrant Travel Action Group (RTAG), a subsidiary of NARSOL, and is dependent on self-reports from traveling registrants. Unfortunately we can’t guarantee safe travel to other nations, and rest assured this list can change at any time as the panic over “human trafficking” may lead to some nations blocking SOs from entering in the coming years. [Those getting out can find this list at http://registranttag.org/resources/travel-matrix/].  Also, at this time, no further action has been taken on the passport marks. That’s the responsibility of the State Department and they have their hands full with the “Muslim Ban” issue. As with most legislation, this law will likely take a long time to implement. I assure you when I get updates on this matter, I’ll let you know. For now, there’s nothing major to report.  

LEGAL ROUNDUP

In re: Justin B., Case No. 2015-000992 (SC Sup Ct, May 3, 2017): Upheld family court decision that the mandatory, statutory requirement that a juvenile offender register as a SO and wear an electronic monitor for life is not unconstitutional, claiming it is not a punitive measure.

J.B./L.A./B.M./W.M./R.L. v. New Jersey State Parole Board (A-81/82/83-15) (077235) [NJ Sup Ct May 8, 2017]: Ruled that paroled SOs must submit to lie detector tests as part of the conditions of their release but must be made more clearly aware of their 5th Amendment rights against self-incrimination; The court instructed the state Parole Board to revise its regulations to clarify that SOs can invoke their 5th Amendment rights without consequence if the answer to any question during the examination process could form the basis of an independent criminal investigation. The defendants in the case are all on lifetime supervision. 

US v. Rittenmaier, Case 8:14-cr-00188-CJC (So. Div. CD Cal. 2017): The Beat Buy/ FBI informant case has taken an interesting turn. The Washington Post reported the court has tossed out nearly all of the evidence in the case. U.S. District Judge Cormac J. Carney “did find fault with the government’s case against Rettenmaier, though, ruling that searches of his home and cellphone were illegal because an FBI affidavit for a search warrant misstated key facts about the case. While only one of the questionable images found on Rettenmaier’s hard drive ended up as part of the criminal case, the search of his home and phone produced thousands of alleged CP pictures, according to federal court records.” However, the actual picture found by the Best Buy technician was NOT tossed because Rittenmaier “had given up his right to privacy by consenting both orally and in writing to the search of his hard drive.” Despite all this, this case has proven a working relationship between the FBI and Best Buy “Geek Squad” computer repair technicians. Hundreds of pages of evidence was presented showing eight Geek Squad City employees (the Best Buy repair facility in KY) were paid by the FBI over a 6 year span. While Best Buy denies any relationship with the FBI, but that statement has done nothing to ease the fears of civil liberties experts, “who feared that the Geek Squad had grown into a proactive arm of the government, snooping on citizens without the requirement of judicial oversight.” “Court records show that in the course of recovering Rettenmaier’s data, a Geek Squad technician found “multiple inappropriate images,” including a photo of a naked girl, believed to be 9 years old, in the “unallocated space” on Rettenmaier’s hard drive. Unallocated space is where deleted data resides on a computer until it is overwritten by other data, but it often does not have metadata such as when it was created, accessed or deleted, and because it lacks that information courts have ruled that photos found in unallocated space cannot be proved to be “possessed” by the computer’s owner without other evidence.” [Quotes from Tom Jackman, “FBI’s conduct in Best Buy computer case prompts judge to throw out child porn evidence,” Wash. Post, 5/17/17)

DG v Missouri DoC/ Board of Probation & Parole, Cause # 17AC-CC00213 (Cole Co MO Cir Ct): A preliminary injunction has halted efforts to retroactively place GPS monitors on hundreds of SOs who completed parole and had not been sentenced to lifetime supervision. The law had been recently changed to remove the stipulation that only repeat offenders are subject to lifetime GPS. Under this temporary injunction, the DOC cannot place GPS on those without repeat offenses and must remove the ones they have already installed. 

In the Matter of Mark G. Legato, an Attorney at Law (D-99-15) (077464); In the Matter of Regan C. Kenyon, Jr., an Attorney at Law (D-100-15) (077465); In the Matter of Alexander D. Walter, an Attorney at Law (D-101-15) (077467) [NJ Sup Ct May 2017]: In a 6-1 ruling, the majority declined to mandate the automatic disbarment of lawyers who commit sex offenses involving children, and said matters must be resolved on a case-by-case basis—with particular emphasis on whether the attorney had actual physical contact with the child victim. "We have refrained from establishing a bright-line rule requiring disbarment in all cases involving sexual offenses against children," Justice Walter Timpone wrote for the majority. "The imposition of discipline in cases involving sexual misconduct with a minor requires a fact-sensitive inquiry."

Oliver v. Roquet, No. 14-4824 [3rd Cir. May 2017]: A federal appeals court ruled that a state-employed psychologist can't be sued by her patient, a convicted SO, over claims that she retaliated against him for his paralegal work while committed. In a progress report, Roquet claimed Oliver's intense focus on paralegal services took his attention away from rehabilitation. She also based her decision to hold Oliver back on his hostility toward facility staff and manipulating other inmates by charging for legal work. Reversing a New Jersey federal judge's order allowing Oliver's case to proceed, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit held Oliver failed to show that Roquet's recommendation to not advance him to the next stage of treatment was based on his legally-protected free speech activities alone. The Court concluded Oliver failed to show how his 1st Amendment rights were violated.

REGISTRANT RUNS FOR CLEVELAND CITY COUNCIL 

I-Team finds candidate running for local office is convicted sex offender
POSTED 25 MAY 2017 BY ED GALLEK, Fox 8 Cleveland

CLEVELAND--The FOX 8 I TEAM has found a convicted sex offender running for Cleveland City Council. Edward Hudson-Bey is gathering names on petitions to get on the ballot to represent Ward 10 on the city’s northeast side. So we went to see him. We asked why anyone should vote for him as an SO with other criminal convictions. He responded, "Your past is your past. It's where you are today and what you're looking for tomorrow.” But when we revealed this to voters in the ward, we found them taken aback. The ward includes Glenville and other neighborhoods -- poor areas with lots of violence. Current Councilman Jeff Johnson has a record for a federal corruption conviction. Yet Johnson is now running for mayor.

Hudson-Bey pleaded guilty to robbery in ’07. His sex offense conviction came in ’03 for sex with a minor, a 14-year-old boy. Hudson-Bey still has to register with the sheriff’s department as n SO. We also found Hudson-Bey has older convictions dealing with stolen cars. The I TEAM wondered how can a guy like that even be eligible for a council seat? The state says, in general, Ohio law allows a convicted felon to run for office. However, it does not allow a convicted felon from taking office. Ultimately, what would happen if Hudson-Bey were to win could come down to a ruling by a local prosecutor or the state attorney general. Hudson-Bey is just one of several candidates exploring a run for Cleveland City Council in Ward 10. 

Seems like an incredible long-shot, but Hudson-Bey believes, somehow, he can go from sex convict to councilman. He said, “Nobody’s perfect.” And he added, "I’m unbeatable. I'm honest. I'm open. I'm trustworthy."

REGISTRY FEES

Registration fees are becoming popular in a select growing number of locations. As of 2015 (when I first wrote my last updated the registry fees page at OnceFallen.com), 16 states have implemented some form of registry fee or granted authority for agencies to establish fees. Obviously, registry fees and the fear over possible legal trouble for failing to pay fees is a very real concern. Some state laws consider failure to pay registry fees part of the criminal charge of “failure to register.” Exacerbating the possibility of arrest for failure to pay fees is due to the fact that registrants have far higher rates of unemployment than the average citizen. Most of these states do provide waivers due to indigence, and some states (like Ohio) consider failure to pay a civil matter. Possibly the worst news of all is no legal strategies have been successful at striking registry fees as unconstitutional. 

Below is a list of the laws on fees I have been able to verify through state law, current as of 5/17/17. Keep in mind that some local ordinances allowed by the state create fees exceeding state law.

1. AL: $10 quarterly
2. CO: Municipalities can charge up to $75 initial/ $25 renewal
3. GA: Those convicted of a “dangerous Sx Offense” on/after July 1, 2006 must pay $250 annual fee
4. ID: SVPs pay $50 annual fee plus $10 per registration period; all others pays $80 annual fee
5. IL: $100 Initial; $100 annually; can be waived if declared indigent
6. IN: Counties authorized to impose up to $50 annual fee and $5 per address change
7. KS: $20 per registration period
8. LA: $60 Annually; failing to pay within 30 days constitutes FTR; some local ordinances have created fees of up to $600; courts can establish own rules to determine indigence
9. ME: $25 Annually
10. MA: $75 Initial; $75 Annually; can be waived for indigence
11. MI: $50 Annually
12. MS: Grants Dept. of Public Safety to charge a fee (currently at $11) 
13. OH: Sheriffs are granted authority to charge up to $100 annually
14. OR: $70 Annually
15. TN: $150 Annually; local agencies can charge up to $50 more; failure to pay is FTR unless declared indigent
16. [bookmark: _GoBack]UT: $100 Annually; $25 more can be charged if the registering agency is other than the DOC
